
DID YOU KNOW, 60%1 OF MASTITIS CASES ORIGINATE DURING THE DRY PERIOD? 

 

The use of an internal teat sealant, such as OrbeSeal® is a crucial element of the drying off process. 
Even when dry cow antibiotics are being used, the addition of OrbeSeal has been shown to reduce 
mastitis incidence in the first 100-150 days after calving by a further 29%2. 
 
Dry cow antibiotics can successfully cure existing infections, but they do not protect against new 
infections throughout the entire dry period. The use of an internal teat sealant, to provide a barrier 
within the teat throughout the dry period, can more effectively prevent dry period infections that 
will cause mastitis in the next lactation.  
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Cows with consistently low somatic cell counts are unlikely to be infected at drying off and therefore 
do not need antibiotic dry cow therapy. As farmers have gained confidence with the principles of 
selective dry cow therapy (SDCT), the number of cows dried off using only  internal teat sealants, 
such as OrbesSeal, has increased. This is a great example of how the dairy industry is leading the way 
in efforts to reduce unnecessary use of antibiotics. 
 
However, administering an internal teat sealant without first giving dry cow antibiotic tubes is not 
without risk. In particular, there is a real danger that if strict hygiene and disinfection standards are 
not followed, harmful bacteria can be unintentionally introduced into the teat along with the teat 
sealant. This can result in acute and severe cases of toxic mastitis which may even be fatal. 
 

https://blog.livestockfarming.co.uk/posts/beef-dairy/vaccinate-against-leptospirosis.aspx


As a result, it is crucial for all farmers to regularly review their drying off procedures, ensure teats 
are thoroughly disinfected and above all, never rush the procedure. All  members of staff involved in 
drying off cows should be  well trained. 
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If you are considering SDCT then please do so in conjunction with your vet. There is plenty of help 
out there for farmers, including from Zoetis who have produced a range of training  tools to help 
with drying off. This includes a: 

• How to guide - https://www2.zoetis.co.uk/content/_assets/PDF/MM-10183-ORBESEAL-

How-to-Use-Poster-PRINT-Aug-2020.pdf 

 

• OrbeSeal administration video - 

https://players.brightcove.net/2342494722001/default_default/index.html?videoId=628318

2550001 
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OrbeSeal® contains 65% bismuth subnitrate. Withdrawal period: Zero days. POM-V. For further information please see the product’s SPC or contact your 

Veterinary Surgeon or Zoetis UK Limited, 1st Floor, Birchwood Building, Springfield Drive, Leatherhead, Surrey, KT22 7LP. Customer Support 0845 3008034. 
www.zoetis.co.uk. Use medicines responsibly (www.noah.co.uk/responsible) Date of production; Match-2022 
Mastitis reduction guarantee – for full terms and conditions please visit https://www.zoetis.co.uk/orbeseal.guarantee.terms.and.conditions.aspx  
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